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Montreal        Montreal, April 18, 2016 

 

 

To 
The Right Honorable 
Prime Minister of Canada 
Justin Trudeau 
 
Dear Prime Minister 
 
 We, the undersigned, represent a group of Canadians of Polish descent, organized with 
a common goal of supporting democracy and rule of law in Poland. This desire is greatly 
enhanced by the shared values of our own, Canadian experience, as a nation built on these 
ideas: our respect for tolerance, plurality and above all, our respect for our Constitution, Charter 
and independent judiciary, with the venerable and independent Supreme Court as the final 
arbiter in our legal disputes. 

While we have made Canada our home, we keep close ties with our first homeland. Most of us 

left Poland when it was still under the communist regime and over the years we have observed it 

growing to be one of the most stable and democratic states in Central Europe and a valuable 

member of the European Union. 

 
KOD is an acronym for ‘Committee for the Defence of Democracy’, a social movement and 
NGO organization in Poland that supports principles of modern democracy, legal principles of 
respecting constitutional order and division of powers.  It was formed at the end of 2015, as a 
result of unprecedented orders-in Council, laws and regulations passed by the newly elected 
Polish parliamentary majority, the Government, and signed by the President. These new laws 
struck at the heart of democracy and, at its pinnacle, tried to render the Polish Constitutional 
Tribunal ineffective and powerless to assess the constitutionality and legality of these new laws. 
The Polish Constitutional Tribunal is the highest Polish court entrusted under the Constitution to 
rule on these matters, it’s verdicts are final and non-appealable. Yet, the Government, with the 
support of its parliamentary majority and that of the President of the Republic, simply refused to 
publish the verdicts (as required by law) declaring it as an ‘expression of opinion’, rather than 
legal verdicts, as clearly rendered by the Tribunal. That sparked an outcry of massive protests in 
Polish cities and looming dispute with European Union institutions. 

 Last month the new laws and actions of Polish Government were assessed and 
condemned by the highly respected Venice Commission, the advisory body of European 
Council and member-states on constitutional law matters. Most recently the European 
Parliament has issued a resolution stating that the Polish government's confrontation with the 
country's top constitutional court poses a danger to ‘democracy, human rights and the rule of 
law’ in the country. 

There are many other less publicized domestic matters that are being eroded and 
stripped off democratic rights and freedoms, Poland today, for the first time since it has 
triggered the fall of the Communist system in Europe, is divided and is facing a polarizing 
constitutional and national crisis. The KOD Canada group was formed to support the Polish 
social movement to defend democracy and citizen rights. So far, we are organized in Montreal, 

 



Ottawa, Toronto and Vancouver, while the Montreal group serves as our symbolic headquarters 
for the rest of Canadian KOD groups.  
We are aware of the upcoming visit of the Polish President to Canada. We sincerely hope that it 
will become an opportunity for you Sir, to get a deeper insight into the situation in Poland and to 
express your true stance on democracy and rule of law as a leader of a democratic nation and 
an example for any state leader  to follow.  We do see You, Prime Minister, as a friend of 
Poland. But above that - Poland is our ally in NATO and a partner in many other international 
joint ventures. It is important that our allies do share the same values, as we do in Canada. In 
2015, we watched you, as many Canadians did, usher in a new political era where respect for 
all diversity and rule of law were central. Let us not forget the recent developments in Polish 
politics which might see the complete ban on abortions and the rights women have over their 
bodies, or a total lack of any recognition of union/partnerships/marriages of Polish LGBT 
community, something we enjoy and cherish here in Canada.  We can only hope that as our 
national leader who espouses such values, you will not let an allied state, a friend, stray from 
the same path Western democratic states have opted for in the past 40 years. We must 
advance together as a united front for social change. 

As a final note we would like to reflect on the fact that both: Poland and Canada had a 
national elections in 2015. Both elections brought a big change in governments and political 
affiliations. But most important, both had an undermining message that created a new majority 
in Parliament and a national mandate. Ours, Canadian, could be summarized as positive 
change not only in policies and laws, but most importantly, in the new attitude and mood it has 
fostered among Canadians and in our international obligations and cooperation; the winner of 
Polish elections carried similar slogans but the results, once elected, could not have been 
strikingly different.  
We wish you very well in your endeavours, Prime Minister, and hope that you will take our letter 
under consideration. 
 
Respectfully yours,  Canadian and local Groups Coordinators: 

 
Karl-Antoine Usakowski              Bogumil Pacak-Gamalski 

karl.usakowski@gmail.com     pacak.gamalski@gmail.com 

 
 
(for Canadian KOD and Montreal Group)    (for Vancouver Group) 

 

 

Anna Bochenska       Piotr Sobierajski 
 
anna_bochenska@yahoo.ca     k6peter@gmail.com    
 
 
 
 
(for Toronto Group)      (for Ottawa Group) 

 

  



 


