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Poles and their friends living abroad often feel frustrated with limited choices we have in defending democratic 

rights and responsibilities in Poland. We feel as  strongly about it as our co-patriots in Poland. Maybe, in a strange 

paradox, even stronger, having a bit of a guilt resulting from living in  a much more solid democracies. In a system, 

specifically, where the rule of law and the supremacy of constitution and the Highest Courts are, for most part, 

unchallenged by political powers.  

Some time ago, since the coming to power of the ultra-populist and ultra-nationalist government of PiS party in 

Poland (Law and Justice Party), the Polish-formed social movement Committee for the Defence of Democracy 

used, on many occasions, a form of ‘social summons-tickets’  issued to the Warsaw government for refusing to 

publish the rightful and legal orders of the Polish Constitutional Tribunal.  

It so happened, that at beginning of August, a full 150 days passed since the Tribunal’s verdict from March 2016 

and the government continues to refuse it’s obligation to publish the verdict. Hence, the US based democratic 

communities of KOD (The Committee for the Defence of Democracy) decided to issue a call to Poles abroad and 

their friends, to organize an action of handing the symbolic summons-tickets to the Polish Prime Minister, Beata 

Szydlo. 

The action originated in US-West KOD chapter, 

under the coordination of Dobieslaw Paleczka. 

Soon, other coordinators and activist followed: 

from Canadian neighbours in KOD_Canada, to Ber-

lin, Paris and other countries and cities.  

The first one was also symbolic in nature, as it in-

volved two different national chapters of KOD 

abroad: Canadian, represented by the Coordinator 

for Canada, Bogumil Pacak-Gamalski and Konrad 

Plata, representing the Texan chapter of KOD in 

Houston.  That picture (shown to the right) taken 

in Vancouver  is by itself full of symbolism, too: it 

is the newest plaza in Vancouver’s  West End, 

named after a LGBT activist known for taking to  the Supreme Court of Canada the Federal Government on issues 

of citizen’s equality and artistic freedom decades ago. After a protracted legal battle—he won. And thus begun an 

avalanche of changes in Canada, that makes this country a beacon of civic and citizen’s rights around the world.  



It has shown than, in Canada, as it is showing today in Poland, how important and indispensable are the courts 

and their independence in protecting and supporting human and citizen’s rights.  And this is our, members of 

Committee for the Defence of Democracy (KOD) in Poland and abroad, stand. The highest courts are here not 

only to deter and punish criminal offences, petty and serious crimes or even international terrorism. Foremost, in 

today’s modern democracy, they are here to protect our, citizens 

and human beings rights as they are enshrined in our constitu-

tion.  

Politicians and political parties come and go. National parliamen-

tary elections are often fought, won and lost on very temporary 

issues. Issues, that however important they are at the particular 

moment, have no lasting effects on the future of a country.  Top 

legal decisions, specially the ones based on constitutionality or 

lack of it, of new laws and acts of parliament, have a outmost im-

portant value. Often the top national courts are the only guaran-

tee of protecting the state form a dictatorship or dictatorial  laws. If this barrier would ever be allowed to be nul-

lified or made powerless—the citizen and society have only one last resort: civil disobedience and - possibly -even 

internal strife and barricades.  That option needs to be avoided at almost any cost. That is why we support and 

defend the constitutional right of Polish Constitutional Tribunal to be fully independent from political interfer-

ence and it’s  rulings to be fully enforced and im-

plemented without delay.  

We, Poles, did not risk our lives during the epic 

struggle with communist regime during the famous 

“Solidarity” movement, led by the charismatic, leg-

endary Lech Walesa, just to have some of our free-

doms taken away 25 years later by irresponsible 

government. This is at the core of our dispute with 

the present Warsaw’s government. 

 Our ‘summons’ 

from San Francisco, 

Denver, Toronto, 

Berlin, Paris , Hono-

lulu and many more 

countries and cities 

in the world are our 

notice to the gov-

ernment: we will not give up our rights. We will defend them by 

any peaceful means available. More than that—we will work tire-

lessly on expanding human and personal rights of Polish citizens.  

Since the yet-unpublished Tribunal’s ruling in March,  working under un-

yielding pressure from Polish society in Poland and harsh criticism of Euro-

pean Union institutions—the Warsaw’s government prepared another par-

liamentary act that would subverts the independence of the Tribunal. That 

act was almost instantly referred to the Tribunal by Polish political opposi-

tion, the Polish Human Rights Ombudsman and other respected legal and 

human rights institutions (including the President of Polish Supreme 
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Court). The Tribunal just ruled that the new Act does not meet the 

threshold of the Constitution.  

And the Government is already musing aloud that it does not recog-

nize the ruling as an official one! Can you imagine a situation when 

the President of the USA does not like a US Supreme Court and refus-

es to recognize it’s ruling, saying it is just an opinion, not a court or-

der?! Sound as an absurd? But trust me—absurd like that do and did 

happen in democracies.  Usually they start the beginning of an end of 

that particular democracy.  Do not forget that most dictators in XX 

century came to power in a regular democratic national elections.  And they all have few things in common 

(besides the lust for power): a strong nationalistic, pseudo-patriotic dem-

agogy; often a strong religion-based  symbolism and appeal to the poor 

segments of society with a promise that a new ‘economic deal’ will bring 

prosperity to all, specially the poor ones. 

Whoever is opposing these poisonous 

slogans is painted as either a tool in the 

hands of outside foes (meaning traitor 

or slave to foreign power) or an elitist. 

The label ‘elitist’ is particularly popular 

in today’s political struggles. It is sup-

pose to describe a person, who can talk a good talk, is sleek in speech 

and manners but totally removed from everyday struggles of common 

citizen.  Someone, who doesn’t really cares and believes that he or she 

is above ordinary people. For a example a well paid judge.  We have seen 

cheap election slogans like that in many elections. Does Donald Trump rings a bell? Well, these are exactly the slo-

gans used by the Polish ruling party of PiS.  Disregard of law, courts and legal process, mud slinging - are typical call 

to action by populist movements. They play on peoples frustration and often rightful feelings of being forgotten—

but they hardly ever fulfill the promises. Parties and politicians, who use such tactics have proven time and again to 

be void of ethics or morals. Their only quest is the quest for power.  Not the noble quest for betterment of society, 

country or humankind.  

Pictures in this article are from many different parts of the world, where KOD communities staged their symbolic acts of issuing 

the summons to the Government of Poland for exceeding the limit of 150 days in publishing the Constitutional Tribunal  verdict. 

The picture are only part of the group and individual protests staged in the past few days.  
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Map showing cities that took part in the ‘150 days’ protest 


